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QTTEr-3TT+TY

St 9t & A BT fITRYRT IR gdTe W I8 Wydrd WiH! faddbre & Agarg )
3MYfp faRT &1 T faxawnae sreg ARy e Hfd oxar g | J9ie 3R s
VPV F TR W I8 MY W faderig & T daid a¥H Td 39 Ayare! faart ot
AT IR T ) e=ifdT § | Uega 2y § el gy <ty 3 gt srearat & Set <y fawy
@1 v S SURTHT gRT WTufiear @ Ay FU ¥ YT ST T @ 9, gud o), My
# g5 W g o a1 & o T fadera ot & ayaret faari &1 9 Rt sy wwa
o uRivepdr fexars o e 3ifig I faaRY &) T9-SIRul &1d & Hf Trwmer uRifie g
fopar ST 9o |

JaTRe farelf & 39 HIHG & JHH § ud MY F Jff bR & e [FaRT R Faret
& TUE ¥ g3 W MY Fewe ST, 7% FUR A, Tg-3iEr, IeHI fage favm, & 92
3dd IR ¥ H U g5 o TgdiT Td Sfiia- & Iy el STHT I MY TRgd T
Tua g1 91 | wefy fafifaenay & qrdeey, IHHW GIeed, 18% RS SIged Ud
QRABTeR (9 Tfel Ha), Heig T Taeray (et fayfaemem) ud et erer gased &
3nft SBRITT Ud dHHanial & Ufd T fafRIy SMUR Udhe R § |

AP g, B 3O ATT-oar & off aRon § forg wganT 3R fayr & SRoT gt & wart S
¥ IRl &) T8 =B T Yot &R T 3R Yo 39 T -1 D1 311 7 39 MY B
B! UXId R T e 8 IB1 ¢ | H TRy U § 3rom 3t uig & it Biftguf w@mima & ufa
HAT g e THI-JHY TR q3 304 Siia- 3rHal & aagiRepdT I WY B Bl guf
# faftry ahre™ foar | # oot shiad Wt & ufd off fafkm SR usdhe &xar § fome
TEANT 3 02 MY H B FRER SRR 389 & Wed aeH veH foar | § fafkiy enyR uae
Rl § 1. et AusT, Rt fayfaeran o1 e & v 93 7 R te my-Adwe
3ffg TR MY & T Agayul YAt AU, T8 S, 9UsT & ofia- 3yd & o7 3R Tnft it
& W DT e I g4 gt Wil fdddbHe &l TRedl ¥ 993H ¥ Hag $i | Ardl-
forar & Orf-a=f & vy, Se Pt ot Ty B & g el off veR Ft Qere gfawr Som
gs dl I8 S, A1uST 81 3 e 491 98 T4 &Rt Ffd ¥ 159 SUm SR 371 3T MY
3rgHa t TRT IRUTRAYT T |

3id # Fax IO $ 39 AR gua d sf. Rw UR @rft oft, @ o= TIom,
SRR, T Rl & TganT 3R oy ¥ 81 a8 My-ord Yua gan g ok o Ffedi g3 98
b Y A1 gRT g8 | ofa: § oM 3 3R Hfd IF P WY TR 39 WMy-Uy A
ST g Ffeat 3R <arsh & fore weht fagre Rienfael & emmmdf ¢ |
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Abstract
N ARII

[ECATg HIs AAFEH ST~ 8 drell fTaRgRT =81 & dfed I8 Uh dddiferd
famraeia ufshar 2| g & for) U Ul A1aT &1 BIFT a9 © Sl ARl & F9g Bl

anfors w9 | Sirsdl ® 3R S9 g Ffdd &1 g8 99 Sl & ol ISRl o7 ol ©

3R S TEIAT UHh fOORYRT &1 B of ofdl & 9 Iedie dT Sad il 2| I8l

ERURT M AR A7 WA AR B IART BT Ag<dYUl HReb a1 o | HY

SIIB®R 9RA ¥ IEAIE &I IRT DI IRU—IfHATEAE H WL BA & [TADI AR

2— fafeer WReR 7 om Al & o R # O Ry @] @, dRA 7 S W

AT HR IZATET WA BT [AHRIT AT | Seeag & fb 9Ra H Igarg & I
TUh IMYPH HHSIAT A SR © | 4R H Sra—oid AdRie emae faf=T sravermsii &
ORI, ITH—a IRAR At WY IR g T |

TRT H SOdl A H I b SAH B WP BRU § O
AMINSTG—aTHe JAT_IT TAT AMH PRI YgI & | AHIGTD &M AT=_Ia & AU
RIS M A8 I 81§97 alemi # @Hl A W] 3R fddere o s

ArTe fear | faswr amar & AfRad Yd IRAR™ Uf|E @1 <@d 80 I8 dedl Sfad 8l 8

5 Igare @1 SfaEr 9T SR AR & Ul & @AM QIR SN A BN, U8 iR
AT, FUY 3R gedfd, iR doed 3R fdued & ARyl 9 a9 & | I8 IRGM AR
Hed ¥ sfufalRie dR # & affte aui | 9l Wimiferd AEel 3k gwanTd sfasr o
IS Ul b A ACHTT ygar & ATl BT RARier 8T & |

Tgare R AdeFe & faR Wfad I1 IoHifae a7 Iadardd Thdl 9R STETRd

TE A T B 39 HET R P B ARG €| Tgdle W S9d [JaR e ImedTfcAd o

SD AR IE AN BT IMEATCHD THIBRVI, AT Bl ATATCHS SN AT | I=ai F=aferd
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fafdgar &1 faff=1 oMl W ugamT iR gema e & IR Igare aies &1 &Re

geraTdrdl FEl 8 Wbl €| SHB AR URAR T e diffe ypfy @ & &k swd
UHG[C BIF @I WRH AT &I ST Fahell © | IS ISR & [dhr ¥ Iged 3R HRias!
THAl U B ST el & | S HOUT HaT AR QAN Bl AL M & ®©T § A=l
4| safey fadere & forg rgare AraMIfear iR J=gar R SR o |

MCATE & @Ry H 37 dTel 39 URAdH & I § Udh & BRI ok AT & 98 I8
g & waadr wiftd & 918 M Sar =1 37U Afdd IR ISR el & AN $R f&ar &

TS HRUT BH Fd FHRIS—ARYRTISA], 9INTare, diasel &l A, TRER,

JAMdPaTe ST BT AT HRAT TS X&T T | I 37 A9 AAIRN & FHEE &1 Uh 8l 8,

Uh & fdded &, 98 & WMl fdddre & Irgdard] Jedl Bl AT BT | AR waadr
P g€ gaq H W fRg—gRem & weg uRERS 3ifdwqry, yfawny, wedar vd o+ g o

Rerfd o g2 2| W9I-999 W) B 9Tl ARG &9, g9 gRads @ "ed saadl gl
PRA 2| TS MM g @R fAdeHe & Igdral g fOrad  aguraHr, Afewdr,
URERS AD, FITH FAE DI 91941, &g Awpfa, FArSraan, aRa—mior, Semfad, e,

A TAT A BT Fe9 AR 2, Th SRR SUTT 2 | 31a: URgd I T+2F § Wl &

Aol AFEaAr 3R I BT AT URVMME Sidd Bl 3UH auiF &R+ &I YA fHar 11 @

AT B W faddee St & IIERe, IR Ud IMSINAM 67 918 UeTHdre, egarg &l
3TRg STITaTel fIaRl BT SSIFR &R BT AT b 1T 2 |

Y eI DI G I DB & U U §9 E-—dH Bl 5 JFeART A
dfer T 2 |

T AT ‘YA ¥9F @ Sfaiid @l faddr< gRT Uarfdd regdre arfr

JRIRO BT ARAT B BT A fhar Tan %l



TH T H AT URTY & AT W B UREGT, AT AeTIT B I,
oMy fAfY 9 ads & Ha anfe Aval R R & ==l & 7€ ¥ vd o # urey Ao
& TS B

fgfa s & Wit gREdeT & i faft=r fagei @ fAdem< &
fraRl W wifefcas Fen uwga &1 7S B |

g e ¥ AR g gd W P § @ Rdere @ aRedr ga
qAHT BT g famar T 7 |

I A H YIS IR B AP T APIId AR, TSR AdT T
AR R W@H faaee=< & w9 &1 Wsiie fagemor foar T 2|

T AT MR STRERY ey H WRIE & A1 SUHSR (AT AT & | eI & 3f=T

# ¥eH e B
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STEUTY 1

1.1 WdAraAT: (Introduction)

AT PIs FAEG ST B9 dlell [QIRYRT 81 & dfod I8 TH SIHPBIAD

famraeia ufhar 2| g & o)) Ta U1 |11 &7 BFT1 a9 © Sl Afdadl & FHE Bl

aford w9 | Sl ® 3R O g Ffdd & Ige= 99 Sl & ol Iedl o ol §

R T TSIl UHh fIORYRT &7 ®U of ofdl g, dd A B Sed Bl 2| T8

IR I JMIRTe a1 WdadT G & SR Bl Ag<ayul HReb a9dT & | HB

SIB®R 9RA ¥ IR @ IART B IRV-IAIHAEE d WK B & DT MM

g~ fafeer PR 7 o f2al & o 9RT ¥ S FaRem{ o] @I, IRA™l 7 SW W

IfHAT PR IATE] HIEGAT Bl BRI BT | Seeiaig 2 fh IR H Igdrg &l IR
TP YIS AHSIAT A SRl © | 9RA H Si—oi fTafafie e faf= sraRersil &
ORI, TH—dH RAT Irgare A1 [Jeiya gar T |

U M B Sia gRT H AR 9IS B IR I Ydd YOI BT IFaRe HH

Il &l © | fddhe PR & UvETd Ul Hedl SR @l fhRvr, Jd B |HS | ST

goiidd, & SeXld—ged ARY & dQ THhING I A 3R Sia Wi @l

3clifhs o8} B IR—aR YRA 38N H <@l o §aal & | B g fo=h &
YR HE TS STl &, gai, |Aledl & 9is7 &l o9 09 @I gU T, AF Jolk S H 8 WEd
21 99 W Th dRE P 98l BT Al © fbg THa—|Hg W gare bl 9rg & A H
SIMROT Y& R ¥ R W Acd & WROM <al § | ARl 9 & veal H Carnad |

RO AMEATE & [JB™T & B, IRAR ISRl @ [Jed & derl § | gerd |

o~

RId JIoHIfde AT & IR%Bed &l

SENINE RGN IC I e R e | G | | G 2 S T
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3B B 1" Igale & 9 H I8 O oAl JMaedd © b ISEIar & 9ra-r 9Rd
UR® ¥ B B 2| IRAT TSR BT fhl 31T sgTeR J1qdT oiHIfae fide &
THIOT TS Bl AILIHAT T 8 |

U ARICT Td BT B Ieby & fadAl H WRA DI U I AT U JAP AT
e @ TR uTa off | A # IgaATE FT G WwT S AR & sd difgd

qIGINRY] Ud ST 9 Gfdd & Y H ulRerferd 8Iar 8 | IRA” GASiReT & Hfdd vd
aeTfcHd <l W I8 T Bl Wl © fob ureErcd fRen, Uil | ud A, urwEny

RIS fIaRl T $91S & &, MR gAoINRYT QT |Hfoie Ud ToTifad foma- i)

e dTel FHTal BT 980 9Tl HY IR AT B | UITAT GATT B A W SRAIGhT T
TR B ST FEAT SUPR AT 8T © |2

RMaTE @I oS Ia & R § R fava s | a8 erer @ fe gl w9
SRR MY T @ IRIDl, A GuRD!, Ruenfasl don A agntiel 7 gfoes @

IERT oTdhR IMCATE Bl ARAT UG fA9elyor &= &1 T fhar g | reedie &l AT,

ST HAISeeIl dm 9=l & wy d gRWfd fear Tar 2, 39 faoReaRT & aw9efai #

EADIEA, WX, Hean), AT T RAT &1 ugE wF 2| g8 Ugdle B ANDiad

Sitae qeIm 1Y FHEal 8 oD AEE & wd H AT WeR fHAr 2| drel A 4 9
MgATe Bl A IR WU # $9 UBR dal © b, rgdrs gojar o & Iyl fhar &
IR iR F{E 21 2, I8 Pad TP A9 A1 2|7 R IR H Igarg 9 i

el B goi SMeRI g 9RA $I UERIGdT & |r—d1) R JASiNReT JeI1 I

M= & fddr Al 3fie WR 38T gitcurd 31w aed & |

IRA # difgd AR YAS ARA™ IgAE & I & Ud Asdyul HRE o |

IR 3MTHT & SIFRYT &1 oA IfAedih A 3, 99 Td §¥pfd & &3 H 8 |

< D I(AIT DI GASIAT DR DI Y8 HIG AhHD TAT JEHRYUl fdae Tgdl B He™
11



A B [I%g UihaT & ®U § SO g3 | Y[ I8 WRIAT SIS gie | 3w guTdl
3R e 3fe & waa off, slify Swa ufd wfafan g w@rfae o | aRew @ifye
JRIAT TAT IRATI 1 JRIFEl S¥Gdl & 41 999 9 T 9RA 1 I3 gl | s9
TIF ARG & Aatror § 59w fayfodl, wfteal den dwensil 7 |sanr feun, W %
IRUFRER?Y IMEATE &I fTEIRVN el 81 9l © | 39 URUeT H 9IRAI F9S GRS,

RTCATfedl qAT ISHRIB], g, fadd s, THad<, SRME-ARNT, TH.UH. 9991, TS,

faes, s =, SR, sRfdws, i, 8% onfe & fGaRfIgen & FHifdd R IR
AT & IR H SR BRI B S Fhell © |

PR | A UfaeiRie =R # rgare &1 Sy fdvg & o=y <9 dfed ¥Rd #
Al ol | AT TR WU H JAUSH B AR WUHIelod Bl el 2l $URR 8| o9 8
qdadi i8Ry Bl 3R ToR Slefd € 1 84 U e ded H1 Ui 8Ieil € | I8 9Rd
@ S8 BT U Al diel o AR S A8 AfdT $9 BIdl H S/@aRd gy, Ui a4l
TR AfRId & o= o e, 5w, fAdem=, fFEr W, Yo #ee deT ArediE, W@ri

CYe ARG 9gqdl Afddcd B o A S © | IR 2y 3eEge ¥ wmened] gRr wrH

[aerT< & Igde FHar ORI & @Rr Ud aaad g H I Igdie Gaay
foarRl @1 IuTegar &1 g A= Uell & MR WR - &I YA fhar T 2 |
sfcrerd & T g&l WR S TR M Bl SHfhd B IR <9 Siad & ford dey

AT 8T, SHBT RABAad BT T ST @ ol SUARMT €1 8l 9= Mawdd 41 2 |

UEE B 9 WH $ [T @ 9 W U aRa [GeRi, faRveR R
|ANM, & I B9 A U AU BT deg g1 R8T AT| [ITeR AUR UG g1y & &3 H
TET HIG[E IR AR & Fold Feddlal ¥ 8 IR < & T 9RA o Ta M

AR BT PR g o T Al g1 dP Ao + AR, Ydiad §HE iR A9 & ey

B o7 T YAl AR’ W THIUGR SR &1 e gRUmHwEey I @1 e wa

A BB AHT 97| 59 @R S 1 W &l AUR F ™ ISFET ATET| 1578 T H R
12



BIFET §F M6 T iUl A1fdd o1 foles &1 3R & dtel U YaTTell STalal &l o

fom|! g9 ¢c 9 I 9RA B AR W dld Sedrt & favg # ff IEeR Ui g3 |

1580 . H WERMI fAGCIRAT 1 G190 &I & gz Feo U 99wy ¥ gal 8, 39 W

el &1 OB R 9 a1 UIPplad ge ¥ IFRIT 2 iR 9 & T o e ¥ 2 39 9mon

& T B IS AR YAiferal # muie Tl IRF B TS | 1599 $. W SiA fTSdcd

I AN § R Ugdd H Hhl aAT| 1599 S. H ol HAR I IfeJerdl H Yab UITd UTRa

fpar war g vl & o ey T HHl i FREveH i o< ST §¢, & ¥
SUEI'S AMe HHAT g Bl JFART UG DI TS | SH IMH AW H IFUS §w sioedr
B BEl AT T B A 1609 S. H [Aferdd Bifd~ AM® Udh S g Bl 9RA
T | GIGRNE STER o SEHT W 6T, IReg Y% ¥ 3l 3 AiRe Jaemg < |
SR PR fAT| BTerifdh a1 H 6 R 1613 S & U VTSl BRAM gIRT AUSI Bl wRd ¥

Tdh HISI (haexl) I T el GRAR H U ga & Bl AT UG &R a1 g 4

THR S ¥ R—R R H AU AUR G Y6 ax fRar| Wy & I'E AR
BHAT DI I PR I8l By IRAT HISTT WIUT B AqMMB IR I AT BRIGHY G
<= H J= S 9 | S

1698 S H YRT & I IR B & foI¢ Th A3 HFAT fed &l T8 TAhT 94
< gRee Bl o6 g @ S sfUsar war manl we € eeEl @ QR S |

gforeael JTR™ 81 T8 | R 1708—09 S. H S QI H¥IA1 &1 319 ¥ fderg g1 737 6

1664 3. H Il WHC s diqgd dAT IAD o< #= Plade & GINT A
TR 3¢ sfear orAr @ ff emuer & T2 (7 e & WiRE 7 W R & 91,
qACUCSTH, AE! Tl A 3ffQ AT IR -1 Rl ifud &R off | fafeer e qor
BRI B S & Th—geR Bl gdf @R # geredr aredl off | gRvmmRawy gfaror
IRA H ARG (Td 918 § I[oifad) Faread] AT H-= & foIu RISl qen wiiRea
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P A YUY IR B AT ST 9T 20 99 (1744 . & 1763 $.) TP acAT| 9 AT ©
SRME Sl & HeF beich B A g s V| HACH bl YU Jg Uad—oAT—3ATd D

ARY gIRT 1748 S, H |HIK 83T | 59 AR §RT URA H H&T JUSI DI AT FHRDT H @R

Uasl IRl BT el | 8 Fdlcd & S J§ BT I QTR 1754 %o dI U 3R
HRARE & §9 g8 uifeadl @1 af & 918 g3 | Fed & o IE o o b a1 o
IRA H 1 wfacdl & dre et wnfid T8 85 | 1754 S. JRIU H geis AR Wi B a9

AU g R™ 8l TATI0 of: wRd H Al aFf < &) dwldl & 99 gg AR &

AT | ATRIR 1763 S H QM & HeF gg URE @I AR & UgaR UG &I IR H Fdiead]

T B T3 | U BT 3T R AR TR UHIHR nfod & 7 o |10
9 AT IR—R IRAT <N ISAl B A H ) QT B ol | SX3Ie, 1707

3. ¥ IAROIE B g D U G AHSI BT fdeed AR B AT o | g Reyfaq @

BRI IOTHR AT - WRA Al P BSUH P oY T8I & Yd IR QY| g

YHAC UG 4 T I I I DI, Sd A & Ad1d Jdal @ D 9 S 9

RIRTSIETeT RIMAT &1 37 Fard §97| 3 BRI Ud IRReIfl & aRumHwesey SHa!

S ¥ 3 BT 7S | 39 BRI S| vd RRIGETST & 919 ST 1757 . H @R &1 I§
B3| I8 gg Vfaeilie gfte | &l #e<aqul o7| 39 gg ¥ IS &I Ahelar el |

s 918 Said YRAT IoHIad Al H 9g—aed N o+l IR®T ) far |11 =i

P Jg b UTE IAUS DGRl F AR SR Tl Bl AT Fqa1d g1 fbwg a8 [

qAT I UTASG AT| 1760 So H 3USH + IH AOMGa! I FCIHR UR FHINH DI MM B
AT FqATd G|

TR g8 ol S & HUT § T TG I oA, R MY T IFD! ¢ 30SAT HEA

B ST BRI F e 8l TS |12 31 1764 8. § UG 7 R HIRE & W R 4R

STHR B YT ST BT a9 B PR 37| gRuMHREsy 3l iR 4R BIM & 44

14



TIR & J§ DI oA IR B T8 | RITRR 1764 o H oS U 9961 & g H 3wl

AR IR, 3ae & Tard YOSl TAT Giel dIGeIE WS 3Med Al Bl Fgad A1l Bl
WRIFSTT PR AT | I8 gg IR sfcrerd & Foigs ggi 4 9 Us o7 | 319 S R U

BT AT o a8 Tar o (13
gAD d1a 3USI 1 AR H Feldl™ ArFrdaral #gdl bl fQ@mr smey & faar| 9

319 3 TR W ) ATBR BT BT DT G ol | W & ST Ps 3T &I & gRI
YR & BB g 2R W ATHR B forar| 7 gl d AR, WSl fe & AT T MY

Jg AEayul o | SHS ATl IBi BlAR H e, US4, /@y offe 3Md B Al &
3O TS H fIer PR form | eI A T oftd 1 A B 3 H 9gd AR AR

Raraal &1 O 3ol amwrsy § B forar mar| 14

IS BT 59 AHIATE] SRIGIRI] F ARA DI H I Ul 3RAT Iq~

B AT | B ST U BN Y ST 199 o &7 fvey fHar| avaa § dre &
ST P WO & F9Y I 8 9Rd 4§ SUS & ufd faR1e &1 ararearor AR g o o |
IR H I Ul GO TAT Y Bl AT BB AHI I 3[R &1 AR GolT W&l ol | dhael
faepicd g U RN @1 €1 sraegsar o | 1857 5 H W91 H 4] ATl BRYAl & T

J g8 B AT R R A | AT 1857 o H QU H ULH WA WU BT AR 53w |15 1857

3. 3T fI5E RA e @ U@ Sift Aewaqul aor &) 9 e drell g A Sl 2 |

39 fagie & URUITHARE®YT 1757 . & < H IAT 3 BT X SUSIT HHF] B AT FH

B T 3R IRA BT I WY 9T @ weRT @ g1 # o=er | dfdhd sHd |
qid I8 A & 39 9= fage 7 9Rdal & v ad—=rar &1 9rf yed fhar| o fafew

RIST & 3P R H TSR S Qd Gq=d1 1 91a-T1 $T S<d gar |16

15



1757 ¥ % SUSIT Wl & W) @) dsis d ooy & Wy & 9rg § fafew
IR AYoT & UH T Bl W YwAT 8g | 9 T H SUSH 7 WRd H U

3T @raver &1 el foe sid ARl &I ST yor faar 1 (17
SIBTABR 3R, Wl & & JJAR HFAl B AN YRS B A Ugel Ui 1841
ATl H ARA Yo faenel HiY e SR Siefiie <9 o 3R WRd & 99 gU $us YRR
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Abstract

Man consists of two factors, the mind and the body. Mind with its
consciousness is said to be directly opposed to, though somehow or other
intimately connected with, the body with its extension; for, the mind has no
extension; and the body, consciousness. Now, the consciousness of mind
assumes the form of reason in man, while consciousness is the common
property of all living beings. Hence is the celebrated, yet much condemned,
definition of man, man is a rational animal. In this way, man has two sides - a
higher rational side; a lower animal one. A perfect man is he who.can work out
a perfect synthesis between these two sides of his nature with, of course, the
higher controlling the lower, as natural and beneficial. A perfect society also,
therefore, is one in which there is such a perfect synthesis between spiritualism
and materialism, with, of course, the former controlling the Ilatter, as
inevitable and essential.

Society is, of course, a divine institution. Still, from the practical point of
view, its inner divinity, real nature, has to be manifested. And, then this great
fact has to be kept in mind, viz. that it has to manifest, and not manufacture
Truth. As a matter of fact, Truth, real Truth cannot be manufactured at all at
will; it can be only manifested through wisdom and good sense. Vivekananda’s
concept of society, though derived from Vedantik philosophy, seeks to integrate
both the spiritualistic and materialistic interpretations of both man and
society; it is both individualistic and socialistic. Believing in the divine nature
of man, Vivekananda seeks to establish a continuum between society, culture
and civilization, like the wick, oil and the flame. In the present study the author
has explained the Vivekananda's Philosophy for social transformation of
Indian society and he also discuss the Vivekananda's concept of Mapping
Nationalism in Indian Context.

Keywords: Society, Vedanta, Materialism, and spiritualism.

INTRODUCTION:

Vivekananda says, "Two attempts have been made in the world to found social
life. The one was upon religion or spirituality or transcendentalism, and the other was
upon social necessity or materialism or realism.
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The one looks beyond the horizon of the little material world.. While the other is
content to stand on things of the world and expects to find a firm footing there.”
Referring to Western and Eastern society he observed, "The West is groaning under the
tyranny of the Shylocks, and the East is groaning under the tyranny of the priests, each
must keep the other in check. Do not think that one alone is to help the world."? Thus, it
is clear that Vivekananda admits the necessity of both - Spiritualism and Materialism,
Idealism and Realism. Both are complementary to each other. Vivekananda is quite
familiar with the West's materialistic approach to life. So he warns the West to make
spirituality the basis of her life. He writes, "The whole_Western civilization will
crumble to pieces in the next fifty years, if there is no spifitual foundation.”

In Vivekananda’s view, “The Western man is born individualistic, while the Hindu
is socialistic — entirely socialistic.” In marriage,.and many other affairs in the West,
each individual can assert that he or she will abide by personal predilection.and not be
directed to by others. The Hindu demands that.the individual shall bow down to the
needs of society, and that those needs shall regulate his personal behaviour. As a result
of these two attitudes, the West has granted freedom to society, so that society has
grown and become dynamic, whereas the Hindu society has become cramped in every
way. Pointing out this distinction.he says, "In India, religion was never shackled"

He noted that the Indian reformers of his days, dazzled by the glamour of Western
civilization failed to distinguish between the two outlooks on life, and, consequently,
they believed that India’s salvation lay in a blind imitation of everything Western. In his
book “East and West', he further pointed out that, in addition to the basic outlooks, one
had to take into account the climatic,.historical, and other influences, which mould a
nation's character. Dress, food, architecture, personal behaviour, etc., are largely the
products of geographical conditions.

While making a choice between the imitative, soft-brained, orthodox bigot, he
preferred the latter, “There are two obstacles in our path in India-the Scylla of old
orthadoxy and the Charibadis of modern European civilization. Of these two, | vote for
the old orthedoxy, and not for the Europeanized system; for the old orthodox man may
be ignorant, he may be crude, but he is a man, he has a faith, he has strength, he stands
on his own feet, while the Europeanized man has no backbone.” Vivekanand further
points out, "In spite of the sparkle and glitter of Western civilization... | tell them to
their face, that it is all vain.” The civilization of the West is derived from the Greeks,
whose watchword was expression, as against the Indian keynote of meditativeness.
Hence Western art excels in perfection of form, whereas Indian art tells of deep
thoughts. Europe is engrossed so much in action and expression that it has hardly any
time for meditation, while India thinks so deeply that she hardly knows how to express
or act. The extrovert West tends to keep itself confined to matter, whereas the introvert
east is liable to get lost in the non-material. In brief, Vivekananda's comparative study
of the East and the West is in the secular sphere. But in the spiritual sphere, he
unhesitatingly declares that India can still become the teacher of the whole world. Not
only can the Vedanta philosophy of India stand its own ground against all scientific and
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rational onslaughts; but it can also take under its protective wings all who search for
rational assurance. He propounds, "The nations of the West are coming to us for
spiritual help. A great moral obligation rests on the sons of India to fully equip
themselves for the work of enlightening the world on the problems of human
existence.”

Religion has become somehow subordinate to secular needs in the West. This is
proved by the revolt in Russia against religion, which submitted to Czarist dictation
and justified the oppression of the masses. As against this, Indian spirituality kept itself
free from secular trammels through her independent world-renouncing sannyasis, and
selfless poor Brahmins Protestant West denied monasticism and the result has been that
it has not produced a single outstanding saint .during the past centuries. The
philosophical thoughts of Western religious people merely follow scholasticism or
theology. Like their Greek predecessors they are searching for truth externally. As a
result, science has developed and the spirit has been cramped, and consequently,
religion can hardly command the allegiance of the intelligentia. It suffers from arrested
growth, dogmatism, and superficiality. Thus Vivekananda observed that Western
society lacks a stable foundation in“spirituality. He vibrantly asserts, "I must tell you
frankly that the very foundations of Western civilization have been shaken to their
base. The mightiest buildings,«f built upon the loose sand foundations of materialism,
must totter to their destruction some day.”

However, Vivekananda's criticism of the West is; therefore, matched by his more
caustic criticism of the East. When his countrymen characterize the Westerners as
materialists, he turns upon them with the remark. 'Grapes are sour'. He observes, “How
much of enterprise and devotion to work, how much enthusiasm and manifestation of
rajas (activism) are there inthe lives of the Western people. While in India it is as if the
blood has become congealed in the heart, so that it cannot circulate in the veins — as if
paralysis has overtaken the body and it has become languid.”

Review of Literature

C. Rajagopalachari remarked that :- "Swami Vivekananda saved Hinduism and
saved India. But for him we would have lost our religion and would not have gained
our freedom. We therefore owe everything to Swami Vivekananda. " The influence of
Vivekananda could not remain confined within the boundary walls of a Country, but it
spread far and wide. The great personalities of the world eulogized his contribution.
William James admired Vivekananda in his book 'Pragmatism'. He wrote that,

" the Swami is an honour to humanity in any case."

Dr. V.P. Verma in his work and titled 'Swami Vivekananda- the Hero Prophet'
establishes that Swami Vivekananda is a humanist, a philanthropist, a nationalist, a
reformist and a thinker with a clear intellectual-vision- all rolled into one. To him
Vivekananada is the one who realized the supra-cosmic-truth. He worked assiduously
and achieved his great objective of regeneration of India.

Abnish Singh Chauhan (2012) has meticulously selected some of Swamiji’s
speeches which are especially useful to Indian young people who have to do the
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onerous task of nation building. These speeches are: Six speeches which Vivekananda

delivered at Parliament of Religions, How India Can Win the World, The Future of

India, Work And Its Secret, The Importance of Psychology, and Nature and Man.

These speeches are of especial significance in the present context of India when the

Govt of Indian has been exhorting the youth of the country to contribute their mite to

the reconstruction of the nation and to establish her on the pedestal of Vishava Guru in

order to realise the dream of Swami Vivekananda.

R. K. Dasgupta (2013) deals with Swami Vivekananda’s ideas of comparative
religion, his response to Western Indology, Western philosophy and his view of history
are here discussed perhaps for the first time in some detail. In this book the author has
tried to define Swami Vivekananda’s idea of universal religion.

Objectives of the Study
% To study the concept of society, culture and Civilization. of ~Swami

Vivekananda.

% To study that how far Vivekananda philosophy of practical Vedanta is related to
social transformation of Indian society.

Hypothesis of the Study

¥¢ Vivekananda unconsciously developed a system of social and political thought,
unknown to both East andWest, a unique system in itself, with both theoretical and
practical wisdom, which was a historical necessity of the present times.

Y Swamiji was a humanist, a patriot, a philosopher, a religious preacher who
awakened the people of Hinduism from its age old slumber and infused into it a
new life and new blood.

v By adopting Swamiji’s Practical Vedanta the problems of society can easily be sort
out.

Data Collection and Research Methodology

The present study is based on both primary and secondary sources. The
secondary data is collected through books, newspapers, magazines, periodicals |,
research journals, various authentic sources and websites etc.The primary sources are
the writings and correspondence of Swami Vivekananda, autobiographies, original
draft of speeches, articles newspaper-accounts, addresses, the data preserved by

Ramakrishna Math.and. Mission, the information compiled by other affiliated

organizations, reports of various committees, government-policies etc. The secondary

sources included articles, books, magazines, newspaper articles, editorials, biographies,
commemorative volumes and research-reports on Swami Vivekananda. The present
study is Exploratory cum descriptive in nature.

Findings and Discussions
According to the Indian view, society is not a human creation, but a divine

institution. The Indian Monotheistic Doctrine of Creation holds that the universe of

souls and matter is a cosmos, not a chaos, and not only that, it is also an entirely
teleological or a purposive one. Like nature, society, too, is a perfect system. It is a full
organic whole, a loving and a living union. Its basis is religion, its purpose,
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spiritualism, and its instruments scriptural injunctions. He asserts, "It is not a political
organisation, not an economic unit and not a prudential concern at all.”

His concept of society is in consonance with the principles laid down in the Rig
Vedic "Purusa-Sukta', In this Sukta the whole of society has been conceived as a
universal or social Man. Of Him, society is only a reflex; and the various vocational
groups are His different limbs. This social Man, or Purusa, is pictured there as
'thousand-headed, thousand-eyed, and thousand-legged', who spreads over all the earth
and rules over all living creatures. The mouth, or rather the head, of this Purusa-of
society-is the Brahman, the man of knowledge, of science, of thought and learning, the
preserver of its spiritual heritage; His arms are the Ksatriya, the man of action, of
valour the preserver of law and order in society; His trunk is the Vaisya, the man of
desires, of acquisitive nature, and of business enterprise; His legs are represented by the
Sudra, the man or little or ordinary intelligence, who is unableto deal with.subtle and
abstract ideas, and who is chiefly suited to do physical work. These four types of
people are to be found in every society, though the classification gradually became
crystallized in Hindu society because of some varnas claiming exclusive privilege and
superiority over others. It should, however, be noted here that the varna classification
was made on the basis of the congenial vocational temperaments‘and aptitudes of the
people, and not to uphold the superiority or the privileges of some individuals because
of their birth and heredity.

An ldeal Form of Society

To Vivekananda, an ideal form of society is that where the highest truth can be
held, practised and-ived by all.-/At.another place he writes, "The ideal society would be
the one in which would be synthesised the Indian idea of spiritual integrity and the
western idea-0f social progress.” He writes further, "If society is net fit for highest
truths; make it so, and the sooner, the better." He further says, "Societies should be
moulded upon truth, and truth hasnot to adjust itself to society. If it cannot be practiced
in society, it is better for man to give up society and go into the forest." Society is a
divine institution.

From this Highest Truth follows the principle of universal fraternity and service
to mankind as advocated by Vivekananda in his social philosophy. One of the noblest
conceptions of Hindu social organisation is that of the four stages of life, “The student,
the householder, the hermit, and the monk.” Renunciation forms the basis of all these
stages of life. While the principle of renunciation pervades the activities of the first
three stages of life, in the last stage, man is required to renounce the world totally to
gain spiritual wisdom before his life on earth terminates. According to Vivekananda,
“All the men and women, in any society, are not of the same mind, capacity, or of the
same power to do things."

Vivekananda believes that the history of the world is the manifestation of four
principles which find their concrete realization in the fourfold social varnas - the
Brahmin, the Kshatriya, the Vaisya and the Sudra. The spiritual principle, he thinks, is
embodied in Indian history. The history of Roman expansion and imperialism
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represents the Kshatriya or military factor in action. The British mercantile aristocracy
is the concrete demonstration of the ascendancy of the Vaisya principle, while "The
American democracy will represent the Sudrocracy of the future.” By and large he
feels, "the east symbolized the concept of suffering while the west typifies the notion of
action and struggle."

Vivekananda is inspired “by the ideal of social harmony and synthesis embodied
in the theory of Varna (caste) system of ancient India.” Originally, Varna system is the
division of individuals into different sections or classes, according to their different
tendencies and capacities. He does not propose any leveling of castes but he earnestly
wanted that the caste system should be ennobled. He says, "Caste is a very good thing.
Caste is the plan we want to follow ...There is no country in the world without caste. In
India, from caste we reach to the point where there is. no caste.” To him caste is a
means to help everybody in attaining the status of a true Brahmin. A Brahmin is he
who has killed all selfishness. To be a Brahmin'is to be spiritually enlightened.

Concept of Culture

Culture is the psychological cultivation of the mind, which yields values that
govern human behaviour and human relations. Thus culture is the culturing or
cultivation of human mind. It is.that psychological process of mental organization by
which the fundamental, innate; inherited elements of the mind are built round objects
and persons. Vivekananda has pointed out the difference between culture and
civilization and their relation with knowledge. He says, "It is culture that withstands
shocks, not a simple mass of knowledge." From this statement, it logically follows that
a nation may havea large reservoir.of knowledge but no culture because, in spite of
knowledge as Vivekananda points out, “they are like tigers; they are like savages,
because culture is not there." Vivekananda further pointed out, "Knowledge is only
skin-deep as civilization is, and a little scratch brings out the old savage." That is why
Vivekananda emphasizes time and again that Indian masses should develop and
reinforce. He feels, "To the Brahmans | appeal that they must work hard to raise the
Indian people... by giving out the culture that they accumulated for centuries."

Thus, Vivekananda castigates the upper classes for their exploitative tendencies
and snobbery. He. lionizes the downtrodden who have the potential to expedite the
emergence of ‘New India’. He asserts, “Let her arise-out of the peasant's cottage,
grasping the plough... Let her spring from the grocer's shop, from beside the oven of
the fritter-seller. Let her emanate from the factory from marts; and from markets. Let
her emerge from groves; and forests from hills and mountains.” To Vivekananda, “The
Indian social order is but the reflex of the infinite universal Motherhood the lower
classes, the ignorant, the poor, the illiterate, the cobbler; the sweeper are its flesh and
blood." And his exhortation was, "Serve as worship of the Lord Himself in the poor,
the miserable, the weak."” Developing the idea further, he says, "...rich men ...are
merely the ornaments, the decorations of the country. It is the millions of poor lower
class people who are its life. The only hope of India is from the masses. The upper
classes are physically and morally dead.”
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These observations convincingly revealed that Vivekananda earnestly and
passionately felt that the renascent India would be based on the solid foundations of the
“common people". Hence he insisted for giving all facilities to the poor. He said, "If the
Brahmin has more aptitude for learning on the ground of heredity than the Pariah,
spend no more money on the Brahmin's education; but spend all on the Pariah. Give to
the weak, for there all the gift is needed... Our poor people, these downtrodden masses
of India, therefore, require to hear and to know what they really are."”

Vivekananda fully realized that it was labour that created all wealth, and it were
these very creators who were deprived of the fruits of their labour. From this, it could
be safely concluded that he was among the very few Indians of his time who
understood the social significance of labour. On the other hand, he was convinced that
if proper atmosphere and opportunity were given. to the toilers, they would be capable
of the highest intellectual activity. He remarked that a number-of geniuses.are Sure to
arise from among them. He was quite sure unless this wide gulf between the Tower and
the upper classes was. made up, there wasno hope for any well-being for the people In
spite of his sympathy for the poor and-contempt for the upper classes-he laid ultimate
emphasis on spirituality. He once said about his idealthat he held, “My ideal indeed,
can be put into a few words and that is to preach unto mankind their divinity, and how
to make it manifest in every moment of life.”

Concept of Civilization

Vivekananda prophesied the resurrection of the orient and the coming in of a social
upheaval. He is reported to have said:

...this rising of the Shudras will take place first in Russia, and then in China.

Indiawill rise next and will play a vital role in shaping the future world.
Naturally, Vivekananda's method differs from the well-known socialistic or
communistic approaches. And yet he declared, "I am a socialist,” though he added at
the same time, “Not because I think it is a perfect system, but half a loaf is better than
no bread....
A redistribution of pain‘and pleasure is better than always the same persons having
pains and pleasures.” In fact Vivekananda did not pay any attention to the economic or
political aspects of either socialism or communism; he was really concerned with their
cultural bearings and spiritual implications. He did, of course, say, "All the members of
a society ought, to have the same opportunity for obtaining wealth, education, or
knowledge." He also added at the same time:

Freedom in all matters, i.e. advance towards Mukti, is the worthiest gain of

man.... Those social rules which stand in the way of the unfoldment of this

freedom areinjurious.

Vivekananda pointed out, "Asiatic civilization began on the plains near large
rivers. Hence the original foundation of all Asiatic civilization is agriculture and in all
of them divine nature predominates. Most of the European civilization on the other
hand, originated either in hilly countries or on the sea-coast—piracy and robbery form
the basis of this civilization; there non-divine nature is predominant.”. Making the
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distinction between two civilizations more clear, he says, "The European civilization
may be likened to a piece of cloth... its loom is a vast temperate hilly country on the sea
shore, its cotton, a strong warlike mongrel race formed by the intermixture of various
races, its warp is welfare in defence of one's self and one's religion ...Its woof is
commerce. The means to its civilization is the sword, its auxiliary-courage and
strength, its aim—enjoyment here and hereafter."

During the last three hundred years, the human mind, disciplined in the methods
of science, has gained increasing knowledge of the mysteries of nature and has
controlled its powers. His voyage to the moon bears testimony to this fact. The credit
goes to Einstein who discovered that energy contained.in a piece of matter is equal to
its mass multiplied by the square of the speed of light i.e. EEMC? The aim of the
scientists has always been the alleviation of human misery and enhancement of human
happiness and welfare through the advancement of . science and-.technology.
Undoubtedly, a part of it is being invested to enhance human life but the rest of it is
being invested in preparation for the destruction of human civilization itself. There is
evidence of a spirit of heartlessness,<absence of\compassion, or.absence of, what
Sorokin calls altruism, in modern civilization which has knowledge and power, but not
wisdom: This wisdom is the product of knowledge and power chastened and purified
by compassion and the sense of human responsibility.

In industrial societies, social relations at present<are tending to be highly
individualistic. People meet each other not as partners.of a well functioning organism,
each performing a definite function in the society but as highly egoistic individuals,
who recognize no.relations except the relations of the market place and no morality
except the morality of self-interest in which the interest of the society as a whole is
more often than not thrown toe the winds.

Conclusion

It is necessary that there is a proper combination in society of the best wisdom, the
highest valour, sufficient wealth and also ample leisure. In the absence of such a
combination, it would be difficult to create a harmonious and at the same time, a
vigorous social order. Vivekananda like ancient Indian thinkers, also realised this and
therefore, he argues that corresponding to these four functions in society there should
be four classes-the first gives the best of wisdom to society, the second is entrusted
with the task of protection and governance, the third enables the society to have a full
supply of material goods and the fourth performs menial work and provides sufficient
leisure to other classes to devote themselves to the duties laid on all the four classes to
mind their own business, to perform the duties of their own station and not to meddle
with the affairs of other classes. The principle of self-control which was applicable to
all the classes secured necessary harmony between them. Thus in the beginning, the
now much despised Varnashram or the caste system was a functional division of
society, working almost on the principle of spiritual unity of all the four classes.
Besides, it was also an excellent mechanism of social adjustment. But gradually vested
interests arose and became powerful and the system degenerated into a closed society.
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Today, it has been reduced to merely a mechanical arrangement in which there is all
emphasis on the form, but the spirit has been lost. Moreover, industrialization has
radically transformed the character of society. The advent of industrial civilization has
thrown the whole society into a melting pot. Today no state can claim to be self-
sufficient. Gone are the days of a calm and serene life which once characterized the life
in Indian villages when each Indian village was self-sufficient and a republic by itself
in miniature. A new society is fast developing in the wake of industrial civilization.
The totality of war requires total mobilization of a nation's resources and this in turn
again adds to the complexity of social institutions.
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Abstract

Vivekananda (1863-1902) formerly known as Narendranath Dutta, is one
among those great men who made better plane for salvation of entire
mankind. Besides being a world teacher of undisputed imminence, he was a
great patriot and nation-builder. His life coincided with the most dynamic
period of modern transition in India. Transition resulted from the contact of
age old Indian culture and tradition with the youthful culture of modern west.
Vivekananda was a non-academic philosopher of Vedantic heritage. Vedanta
means “conclusion” or “completion” of the Vedas. He was neo-Vedantin and
essence of his philosophy based on Vedas and Upanisad. Though Sankara’s and
Ramanuja’s Vedanta are popular among Indian but Vedanta philosophy is
enriched with five branches- (1) Sankara’s Vedanta, (2) Ramanuja’s Vedanta,
(3) Ballava’s Vedanta, (4) Madhavacharya’s Vedanta; (5) Nimbarka’s Vedanta.
All these branches of Vedanta are founded on three common postulates (i)
man’s real nature is divine (ii) aim of life is to realize inherent divinity of men
(iii) all religions are in agreement regarding this. Vivekananda’s socialism was
verdantic or: spiritualistic socialism. By socialism Vivekananda means a
pattern of life in which the individual act freely aid spiritually for the good of
whole society. His Vedantic socialism, rest on the climate of change he wanted
to bring about in Indian life, conduct and character. He tried for rousing of
spirituality among his people through the new and practical interpretation he
gave to Vedanta. The main objective of the present study is to understand the
Vedantic Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda how his ideas on nation-building
and his concepts of 'Practical Vedanta' and 'Man-Making' are relevant in the
present day world.

Keywords: Society, socialism, Vedantic Philosophy, and Modernity.
INTRODUCTION

Swamiji was a humanist, a patriot, a philosopher, a religious preacher who
awakened the people of Hinduism from its age old slumber and infused into it a new
life and new blood. Swami Vivekanand has left us a rich legacy of thought and
inspiration. If India assimilates them, she will become the hope of the nations That is
Historical acquired role of India, according to Swami Vivekananda.
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Swami Vivekananda knew it very well that if the thought of Vedanta have been
apply in the every form of problem the problem can be solved easily but the Vedanta
should be in practical.

The Vedanta teaches men to have faith in themselves first. To him, the goal is to
manifest this Divinity within by controlling nature, external and internal. Swami
Vivekananda popularized yoga as the practical aspect of Vedanta.

"Vivekananda affirms that the Vedanta can furnish all the modem communistic or
equalizing theories with a spiritual basis." Both socialism and Vedanta aim at human
equality, freedom and unity and both advocate the upliftment and liberation of the
masses from social political and economic bondage and-exploitation. He wanted India
to be young, vigorous , and progressive; and yet he wanted all these to be achieved as
the fulfillment of the spiritual ideal and purpose..Swamiji placed before us his great
message of nation —building based on spirituality. Swami. Vivekananda has left us a
rich legacy of thought and inspiration. If India assimilates them, she will become the
hope of the nations. That is the historical.acquired role of India, according to Sawami
Vivekananda.

Review of Literature

S.V. Abhyankar made an analysis of the philosophical foundation of Swami
Vivekananda's thoughts.

V.K.R.V. Rao “The engine of social changes must have it’s proper fu el and this
according to Vivekananda could only came from spirituality and Vedanta; which
proclaimed the innate divinity in men and .sameness it give to all men as the basis for
social ethics of non‘exploitation-and universal human welfare”.

Vivekananda himself raises the question ‘is it practical? can it be practiced in
modern society?’ Vivekananda’s clear cut reply is “Truth does not pay homage to any
society ancient or modern.

Society has to adjust itself to truth”. According to Vivekananda no amount of
force‘or government or legislative cruelty will change the condition of a race, but
spiritual “culture and ethical culture can change wrong tendencies prevailing in a
society. Spiritual realization and inner transformation is essential.

Swami Vivekananda believed in the upliftment of humanity, irrespective of caste
and creed, and emphasised the importance of spiritualism for the survival and progress
of mankind. He said, “Worship God in all living beings through service”. This
emphasis on service to humanity as a step towards spiritual upliftment needs to be
underscored in our current national context.

Scope of the Study

The present research work is related to the work of Swami Vivekananda that was
aimed at to bring about drastic change in the Indian society, so as to ensure all-round
piece and progress in the living and thinking of people of the country, who were
tradition- bound and suffered from slavery, poverty illiteracy, orthodox beliefs and
practices leading them in utter backwardness and obscurantism. Through his re-
interpretation of Vedanta, and his deep concern for the masses and their problems,
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Vivekananda gave the country a new lease of life. Vivekananda tried to infuse into the
new generation a sense of pride of India’s past, of faith in India’s future and a spirit of
self-confidence and self-respect.
Obijectives of the Study
To study the Concept of Social Evolution, Social Change and Social Development

of Swami Vivekananda.
To understand the Vedantic Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda.
To understand the Swami Vivekananda's ideas on nation-building and his concepts

of 'Practical Vedanta' and ‘Man-Making'.
Hypothesis of the Study

Vivekananda tried to reorient the struggle for building a New India with Vedanta
philosophy. Vivekananda was pained to observe the problems and evils of Indian
society. He admitted that India was in need of social reform but he was sorryto see
that the prevalent reform movements were imitating Western means and methods of
work. They were mainly concerned with the problems of only upper two castes.
Vivekananda wanted to go to the root of evil and bring out a new order.of things that is
salvation of the people by the people. For. it the people were to be educated, able to
understand their needs and solve their problems.
Data Collection and ResearchMethodology

The present study is based on both primary and secondary sources. The
secondary data is collected through .books, newspapers, magazines, periodicals,
research journals, various authentic sources and websites etc. The primary sources are
the writings and correspondence.of Swami . Vivekananda, autobiographies, original
draft of speeches, articles newspaper-accounts, addresses, the data preserved by
Ramakrishna< Math and Mission, the information compiled by other affiliated
organizations, reports of various committees, government-policies etc. The secondary
sourcesdncluded articles, books, magazines, newspaper articles, editorials, biographies,
commemorative volumes and research-reports on Swami Vivekananda. The present
study is Exploratory cum descriptive in nature.
Findings and Discussions
Swami Vivekanand was the first religious leader in India to understand and

openly declare that the real cause of India's downfall was the neglect of the masses.
The immediate need was to"provide food and other bare necessities of life to the
hungry millions. For this they should be taught improved methods of agriculture,
village industries, etc. Owing to centuries of oppression, the downtrodden masses had
lost faith in their capacity to improve their lot. It was first of all necessary to infuse into
their minds faith in them. For this they needed a life-giving, inspiring message.
Swamiji found this message in the principle of the Atman, the doctrine of the potential
divinity of the soul, taught in Vedanta, the ancient system of religious philosophy of
India. He saw that, in spite of poverty, the masses clung to religion, but they had never
been taught the life-giving, ennobling principles of Vedanta and how to apply them in
practical life.
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Concept of Social Evolution

The Vedantic theory of evolution is organic in nature. It finds a classic statement
in the Bhagavata, “The divine one, having projected (evolved) with His own inherent
power, various forms such as trees, reptiles, cattle, birds, insects and fish, was not
satisfied at heart with forms such as these. He then projected the human form endowed
with the capacity to realize Brahman (the universal divine Self of all) and became
extremely pleased.” As such the Vedanta views the entire evolutionary process as
progressive evolution of structure and form and as greater and greater manifestation of
the infinite Self within. It is evolution of matter and manifestation of spirit. Twentieth
century biology recognizes in the first appearance of living organism, the emergence,
in rudimentary form, of the spiritual value of awareness. The evolution of the nervous
system discloses progressive development of this-awareness. This.awareness achieves
a new and significant dimension with the appearance of man on the evolutionary
scene. Man alone has awareness of the self; along with awareness of the not-self, of
both the within and without of nature. That is the uniqueness of man, according to both
the twentieth century biology and the ancient Vedanta.

Thus, Vivekananda emphasizes the continuity of all forms of nature. He further
elucidates the concept of evolution, “This coming out of the fine and becoming gross,
simply changing the arrangements. of its parts, as it were, IS what in modern times
called evolution. This is very true, perfectly true; we see it in our lives. No rational
man can possibly quarrel with these evolutionists. But we have to learn one thing
more. We have to_go one step further and what is that? That every evolution is
preceded by an involution. The seed is the father of the tree but another tree was itself
the father of the seed. The seed is the fine form out of which the big tree comes and
another big-tree was the form which is involved in the seed. The whole of this
universe.was present in the cosmic fine universe. The little cell, which be- comes
afterwards the man, was simply the-involved man and becomes evolved as man.”
Therefore, the evolutionary process is complex and intricate. He asserts emphatically,
“The whole series of evolution beginning with the lowest manifestation of life and
reaching up to the highest, the most perfect man, must have been the involution of
something else. The question is- the involution of what? What was involved? God.” In
Vivekananda's view, the creation of the jiva and jagat does not imply their absolute
beginning but their development from the potential to the actual state. Just as every
individual thing in this world has three distinct states of existence — origination,
continuation and destruction (which is but reversion to the cause) so has the universe
as a whole. The projection, the preservation and the dissolution of the universe
comprising the living and the non- living form a complete cycle (kalpa) rotating
continuously under the rulership of Ishvara. It is an eternal process. The dissolution of
the universe with the animate and the inanimate does not mean its annihilation but its
reabsorption in the causal state, from which it emerges again in the beginning of a new
cycle. As Creator, Protector and Destroyer of the universe, Ishvara is designated
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respectively as Brahma, Visnu and Siva. The one and the same Lord has three different
aspects of forms(trimurti).
Concept of Social Change

Like many theories of evolution explaining the process of social change, viz.
linear, horizontal, it is a ceaselessly fluctuating progress. Some again say that social
change has no determined or fixed direction and that it is of an explosive kind. It is a
fact that there is a sort of suddenness in the course of history. Observing the static and
the dynamic swing in the cyclic theory of history, Vivekananda points out, “There
come periods in the history of the human race when, as it were, whole nations are
seized with a sort of world-weariness, when they find that all their plans are slipping
between their fingers, that old institutions and systems are crumbling into dust,...and
everything seems to be out of joint.”

According to Vivekananda, this interval between one period of rest-and-another
is called a kalpa. This kalpic rest cannot be one of perfect homogeneity, for in that
case there would be an end to any future.manifestation. He again does not accept the
view that the present state of changeis one of great advance in comparison to the
preceding state of rest. He says, “It4ds simply absurd, because in that case the coming
period of rest being much more advanced in time must be much more perfect. There is
no progression or digression in'nature.” The common criticism of the cyclic theory is:
Time is unreal if history is purely cyclical, for if the future is a mere repetition of the
past then these future events are really the past events. Naturally, the whole issue turns
into metaphysics of time but history is not time. It is not equivalent to time even. It is a
process from here_ to eternity. It is timeless both at its source and everywhere else. But
no doubt it manifests itself or appears on the screen of Time. In its outward form, it is
cyclic only. Moments come and go in the process of time. But they are not identical
moments. In the flight of history, millions of such moments are appearing and
disappearing. And each moment is.filled with new events and matter. These moments
are like carriers leading to the Universal.

Concept of Social Development

Vivekananda believed in social growth and development. He was convinced that
there could be no social development without spiritual development first. In his
opinion, it was wrong. on.the part of Indian social scientists to hold religion responsible
for India's degeneration. On the contrary, it was true to admit that they did not study
Indian religion properly. Hence Vivekananda claimed that religion was most essential
for the social development of Indian society. Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva, Chaitanya
all were constructive in their methods and built according to the needs and
circumstances of their times. The development of the Indian people was always
towards the realization of the Vedantic ideals and whenever any reforming sect or
religion rejected that idea, it was smashed into nothing.

By “growth from within" he mainly meant spiritual growth, liberation of the soul — the
inner essence of Man—from all fetters, giving him full scope of development. It is
worth noting here that this last step of Vivekananda's method—purification of the soul
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through suffering and cognition of the inner essence of life was being forcefully
preached by another great Russian writer Leo Tolstoy. His novel Resurrection was a
product of this very period. To Vivekananda the salvation of India lay in the return of
Indians back to their lost faith, to their own spiritual power. He thought it necessary to
convince Indian masses that they were inferior to none, to no other nation. The
concept of liberty, equality and fraternity was preached by Vivekananda from the
standpoint of idealism and religion.

With his original ideas for reconstructing India, Vivekananda felt the paramount
necessity of arousing an enthusiasm of the enduring type in his countrymen. He had a
deep understanding of the Indian temperament. In order.to propagate the national zeal,
he rightly thought that a consciousness of India as a synthetic whole had to be
presented to the masses. Unity will be achieved; true nationhood would be a fact, if we
could create an inner consciousness of a common ‘ideal, .common struggle and
common feeling among the different constituents of the nation. Again, along with it
the improvement of material standards of life, economic growth, industrial
development, scientific progress,-all must find theirproper place in the total scheme of
a comprehensive regeneration of India. That is what Vivekananda wanted. So he
exhorted Indians to live up to theddeal to bring about the model soCiety where material
and spiritual forces were well balanced. Vivekananda rightly thought that true
spiritualization is a slow process. But a mere political nationalism is apt to be too
belligerent to keep the internal forces together for work. In trying to accumulate
strength for progress, he felt that material happiness has to be brought in but not at the
cost of the spiritual‘ideal. Otherwise; India will have an imperfect civilization and will
collapse sooner than expected like some of the predominantly materialistic
civilizations of old.

For regenerating India, Vivekananda often spoke of going back to India's past
cultural-heritage. Why. did he glorify the past so much? Vivekananda's idea was that
to create enthusiasm in a huge nation it was necessary to arouse national pride. And
what have Indians to be proud of except this cultural heritage.

Vivekananda knew fully well that his countrymen were suffering from a sense
of inferiority to the West and were trying to copy the Western manners and
civilization. He was opposed to such a meaningless imitation. He knew the defects of
the Indian social system but‘he was against throwing off the age old traditions and
borrowing wholesale new ones in their place, including those of the West. He
ridiculed the idea of imitating the West because Western civilization was too young
and had yet to manifest the stability of the Indian tradition. He likened such an
imitation to accepting the suggestions of an immature child. Such advice could be
accepted only when the child became mature. He solemnly asserts, “Then will be the
time to talk on the subject with you but till then, my friend, you are only a giddy
child.”

Vivekananda was against unnecessary social trammels. He did not favour those
who believe, “if the ignorant and the poor are given liberty, full right to their body,
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wealth, etc. and if their children have the same opportunity to better their condition and
acquire knowledge, as the rich and the highly situated, they would become perverse.”
Here he questions their viewpoint by asking, “Do they say this for the good of society,
or blinded by their selfishness?” To Vivekananda it is their selfishness and nothing
else. Illustrating this fact he says about the upper classes of England that there people
generally ask this question, “Who will serve us if the lower classes get education?”

Swami Vivekananda was a great social reformer. He has done many social
activities to change the social problems. He felt that the three problems are the
resistance of our progress. Those are education, poverty and castism.

Above all, Vivekananda was neither an impractical idealist. nor a sentimentalist.
He knew that a nation advances on its belly. Food and raiment were the first
necessities of life. For providing these for the masses, the country had to be
industrialized and their standard of living rose considerably. His was no-crass-world-
negating philosophy that would deny the ordinary comforts to men. He asseverates,
“First make the people of the country stand on their legs by rousing their inner power;
first let them learn to have good food and clothes and plenty of enjoyment — then tell
them how to be free from this bondage of enjoyment.” Conditions have not changed
very much even now, though the country is on<the threshold of a revolution that he
visualised more than seventy-two years ago. The people may acknowledge the truth of
what he said and put forth every effort to make his prophecy on actuality.

An education divorced from spirituality had no attraction for him. To keep this
prime need of spirituality in the forefront'in all endeavours for the upliftment of Indian
women, he conceived of ‘the nunneries and the institutions of Sannyasa and
Brahmacarya for them. These nunneries and.convents would also be centres of
learning and.the nuns and Brahmacarinis would be teachers as well. Sister Nivedita
organized women's education. Vivekananda also initiated her into Brahmacarya to set
an example to others. But in this field, he was very careful not to dictate to women.

Vivekananda was against the curbing of the liberty of women by men, because it
hampered the growth of the India of his days. But the refrain of all his philosophy was
that men should not interfere in women's affairs further than providing the right type
of education based on spirituality. In the opinion of Vivekananda, "In the present day
it has become necessary for them also to learn selfdefence: see how grand the Queen
of Jhansi was.” According to' Vivekananda problem of marriage, like other problems,
had to be solved after studying the past history of India, the economic conditions that
modified her institutions and the needs of a higher spiritual life that moulded her
attitude at every turn. The Swami opined that, in arranging matrimonial alliances, as
also in many other matters, the Hindu society was socialistic.

About widow remarriage, he adopted a noncommittal attitude, partly because
here he dealt mostly with grown-up adults who could choose for themselves, if they
were given the proper education. And being a votary of freedom and a believer of
spontaneous growth, he would leave them to decide for themselves. Besides, this
problem was not so universal, as some reformers wrongly conceived, nor was it
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essentially related to the regeneration of the nation. Furthermore, here, more than
anywhere else, the problem was linked up with the spiritual attitude of the Hindu race.
His utterances and writings accordingly ran like this, “With... education, women will
solve their own problems.” He adds further, “The Roman Catholics and the Hindus,
holding marriage sacred and inviolate, have produced great chaste men and women of
immense power.” Moreover, Vivekananda observes, “I have yet to see a nation whose
fate is determined by the number of husbands their widows get.”

Vivekananda feel that the main characteristics of Indian culture are unity among
diversity. Race, religion, language, Government - all these together make a nation. In
India race difficulties, linguistic difficulties, social difficulties, national difficulties, all
melt away before this unifying power of religion. Indian mind there is nothing higher
than religion, deals that is the key note of Indian Jife. Swami Vivekananda’s message
of nationality and universality is very much relevant in the present day world. All
people without any distinction of caste, religion, race, gender on nationality. Human
society has to wait for centuries for the advent of a leader of mankind like Swami
Vivekananda.

Conclusion:

It can be said that in Swami-Vivekananda, dndian society saw a personality with
extraordinary power of vision and deliberation, who laid the moral and spiritual
foundation of both the national and.the international order. In his message of man-
making education, man-making religion and the philosophy of Practical VVedanta and
integral humanism Indian society has received the inspiration not only for her own
rejuvenation from time to time; but for the rejuvenation of the entire human society.

Swamiji's vision was for a new India, a new society, unitary in character and
universal in spirit, based upon the great unitary vision of the Indian sages, of the whole
of mankind as one family. His domestic policy was to create a new Indian society
inspired by the Vedantic vision of.the dignity of man, his freedom and individuality,
his strength and his capacity to love and serve other human beings. His vision was for
a thoroughly egalitarian society, free from Casteism and untouchability, free from the
notions of high.and low, realizing the vision of the Divine in every human being.

Thus, one sees Swami Vivekananda is a pioneering figure in India who has
played in integral part towards shaping of modern India. Socialism, secularism, mass
uplift and mass power, treating the untouchables with compassion, universal literacy,
women's liberation and inculcation of social service as a part of religious worship-
these constituted the basic points for reforms by Swami Vivekananda. Swami
Vivekananda was really an epoch maker with a life span of less than forty years
inspiring his brothers to fight against poverty, illiteracy, superstition, untouchability,
priest craft, and tyranny of the wise.

His famous words; ‘Awake, arise, and stop not till the goal is reached’ still
resonated among the youth of the nation, rousing their social consciousness and
kindling their damp spirits.
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